
Donovan’s Word Jar 

Donavan Allen doesn’t collect coins, comics, or 
trading cards like most kids. He collects words—big 

words, little words, soft words, and silly words. 
Whenever Donavan finds a new word, he writes it 

on a slip of paper and puts it in his word jar. 

But one day, Donavan discovers that his word jar is 
full. He can’t put any new words in without taking 
some of the old words out—and he wants to keep 
all his words. Donavan doesn’t know what to do, 
until a visit to his grandma provides him with the 

perfect solution. 
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Home Connection 

This book is yours to keep at home 
and enjoy over and over again!  
Here is a way you can take what 
you learned from the book and ap-
ply it at home. 

• Read chapters 3 and 4 with your 
student.  

• You and your student can create 
your own word jar, just like Do-
novan.  

• The word jar doesn’t have to be in 
a jar, it can be in anything you 
and your student want.  

• Tell your student to write down 
any new words and their mean-
ings on a piece of paper to put in 
your personal word jar.  

• When the jar is full, empty out all 
of the words and look at all of the 
words your student learned in 
their community! 

English Language Arts Standards 

Students can listen to and read 
longer and more difficult texts. 
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