
A Chair for My Mother 

A young girl, who along with her waitress mother, 
saves coins in a big jar in hopes that they can 

someday buy a big, new, comfortable chair for 
their apartment, the kind of chair her mother de-
serves after being on her feet all day in the Blue 

Tile Diner. There hasn't been a comfortable place 
to sit in the apartment since a fire in their previ-
ous apartment burned everything to "charcoal 
and ashes." Finally, the jar is full, the coins are 

rolled, and in the book's crowning moment moth-
er, daughter, and Grandma search four different 
furniture stores, and after carefully trying several 
chairs, like Goldilocks, they find the chair they've 

been dreaming of at last.  
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Home Connection 

This book is yours to keep at home and 
enjoy over and over again!  Here is a 
way you can take what you learned 
from the book and apply it at home. 

A Chair for My Mother shows two 
meanings of community: a group of 
people who live near each other, and a 
group of people who actively help each 
other.  

Which characters from the community 
appear in the book? How do these 
characters act as a community?  

Are communities important? Why or 
why not?  

Are you part of a community?  

Create a learning experience for your 
student, taking inspiration from the 
support the community gives Rosa’s 
family in A Chair for My Mother.  

Volunteer together at a hospital or 
shelter. 

Connect with a family service group to 
donate clothing and cleaning supplies. 

English Language Arts Standards 

Students can ask and answer differ-
ent kinds of questions by using what 

they have read. 
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